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Boston Still #1 College City in U.S. 
Enrollment in Boston’s Colleges and Universities from 1990-2000 


Boston a college capital. 


Boston has long held the reputation of being one of 
the world’s leading intellectual centers. There are 
36 colleges and universities within the city of 
Boston - 4 public and 32 private, (2 of which are 
specific graduate programs of private universities 
whose campuses are primarily located in 
neighboring communities.) There were a total of 
135,125 students enrolled in the fall of 2000 (the 
latest date for which complete data are available,) 
with 106,035 students in the private colleges and 
universities, 23,995 in the public institutions, and 
5,095 in the selected graduate schools of Harvard 
and Tufts Universities. 


Enrollment in Boston's Colleges and 
Universities, Fall 2000 


Total Private Public Selected 
College Institutions Institutions Graduate 
Enrollment Programs 


Boston’s concentration of college students ranks 
among the top in the nation and the world. When 
compared with other major metropolitan areas, 
Boston’s per capita student enrollment places the 
city 1“ in the U.S. according to a 1999 study by the 
Atlanta regional consortium of higher education 
and 2"° in North America to Montreal according to 
research done by Montreal’s McGill University in 
2000. 


Recent enrollment history. 


Total enrollment in the city’s colleges and 
universities has remained fairly stable at more than 
135,000 students in the 5 years between 1996 and 
2000. In 2000, however, there was a slight decline 
of 493 students from 1999 because Massachusetts 
Communications College, with its 579 students, 
and Tufts School of Veterinary Medicine, with its 
80 first year students, moved out of the city. 


Enrollment Fall 1990 - 2000 
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Overall, in the decade of the 90s, college student 
enrollment in Boston increased substantially, 
following a decline at the beginning of the decade. 
As of the fall of 2000, there were 7,714 more 
students attending Boston's colleges and 
universities than in 1990. The city saw its greatest 
influx of students in 1993, when enrollment 
jumped by 8,571 (from 126,939 to 135,510) over 
the previous year. Enrollment continued to 
increase until it peaked in 1995 at 137,418. Since 
then, it has dropped by 2,293 to its 2000 level of 
| Wa 8p 


Secs Fic Races ta hh aaah aR a eR Ber cies AE hit i TARARS Ah TN CoAT CSD lel cea SIL al OP 


ae ) 
any | ‘4 
ey 8 | 

ae | 5 | 


= : _ ‘ey Hee —_ one oye 


Ati ; Teeatecy’ .@ Hep ae 
\ P ~ 
[ ral ru ; ‘ , 
od 
’ " } j i Py ¥ ” a | ' 
“s f oy i, i? | | ; os 
i } t i i 
a - yi j 7 ; 
: ¢ 9 é 
‘ i 
q 
J a | | 
4 
: on : : 
N ' 
, : | 
- ! a TA ae Le ee) 
' f ‘ Li py 2 
at ‘at eens i} Nes f , ° 7 : : wid 
7 / . e@ ’ £ i 
7 ee @ A 
7 oh , iia 
7 ; ’ 7 
j 
: . aa ae 
. 7) = 
~ yh ~ 2 
‘ { : P <s = 
; : 
7 
i 
_ al 
on 
iv i 
j ; 
: 7 J i 
z ? 
13 ' % 7 if 
] . 4 
\ ; ot et (al oe 
; : 
| ras e Px 4 
’ “Y 
Ne 


Yes yn 
f jutd. - J é ‘ 


; a he ¥ = ‘320 As i} Sl Tr 
TT ae ek my: 2 nT tay 
‘Sa, eral heGs Scoees ef wan 
oe Boat) a WV) oreo iw weve 
1" Give’. of a9 10S rt lepedhi ex 6 . cen 
; is Wo pelart 
on af = 
Ma f ¥ 
: 4 — 


he sitet 
ee § 


ae > 


a2. t-ih@rcy eninge se e - 
pve int Saad 2! lawton 


at 


rn i 


aa 
te) Ve $j 


be 


ven 


Public higher education enrollment. 


The 4 public institutions in Boston gained 2,996 
students from 1990 to 2000. Massachusetts 
College of Art is mostly responsible for this 
growth, nearly doubling its enrollment. The 
University of Massachusetts at Boston was the 
only public institution not to see an increase over 
this period. Total enrollment of the four public 
institutions in Boston reached 23,995 students in 
2000, a gain of 1,453 students since 1996, but 
down from its peak of 25,210 in 1999. These four 
schools, which accounted for 17.7% of the city’s 
total enrollment in 2000, all saw an decrease in 
students over 1999 with the exception of Bunker 
Hill Community College which remained the 
same. Roxbury Community College recorded the 
largest numerical decrease between 1999 and 2000 
among both public and private institutions, losing 
731 students. During that same period, The 
University of Massachusetts at Boston experienced 
the second largest decrease in enrollment, losing 
441 students, a 3.4% decrease. 


Private higher education enrollment. 


The city’s private colleges and _ universities 
(excluding the two graduate programs of 
universities located outside of the city) made up 
78% of the total enrollment in 2000. From 1996- 
2000 private institution enrollment decreased by 
over 2000 students. Boston’s private colleges and 
universities had a total of 106,035 students in the 
fall of 2000. These private institutions gained 735 
students from 1999 to 2000, despite the loss of 
Massachusetts Communications College to 
Brookline and Tufts School of Veterinary 
Medicine’s first year students to North Grafton. 
The increase of student enrollment in 2000 was the 
first gain for private institutions since 1995. 


Between 1999 and 2000, 16 of the 30 private 
institutions experienced an increase in students; 12 


decreased their enrollment.’ However, these 
decreases, with the exception of New England 
College of Finance’s decrease of 292 students, 
were minimal. Suffolk University recorded the 
largest numerical increase in 2000, leaving the 
university with a student population of 6,958, up 
501 from the previous year. Berklee School of 
Music was second with 409 students gained in 
2000. Boston University still maintains the city’s 
largest student population with 28,318 students 
enrolled. Northeastern University has the second 
largest enrollment with 26,105 followed by Boston 
College in a distant third with 14,419 students. Of 
these three universities, Northeastern was the only 
college or university that gained students from 
1999, with 165 more students enrolled. Boston 
University and Boston College lost 439 students 
combined during this period. 


Over the previous decade, the city’s private 
colleges and universities generally led the way in 
expansion of enrollment growing by 4,123 
students from 1990 to 2000. Enrollment for 
private institutions decreased from 1998 to 1999 
by 1,704 and then rose 735 in 2000. Only once in 
the past decade, in 1993, did enrollment shift 
significantly upward. The dramatic rise in 
enrollment from 1992 to 1993 (6,977 students) was 
largely the result of increases made by these 
private institutions. From 1990 to 2000, Boston 
University had the largest rise in enrollment with 
3,589 more students. During that same period, 
Emerson College increased its enrollment by 1,723 
students (73%), Suffolk University increased its 
student body by 1,225 students (21%), and The 
School of the Museum of Fine Arts added 1,012 
students, an increase of 136%. Northeastern 
University, which has deliberately made the effort 
to downsize, lost 4,410 students from 1990 to 
2000, a 14% decrease. Wentworth Institute of 
Technology experienced the next largest decrease 
with 728 students (19%) lost. 


' Boston Bible College East’s enrollment figure of 106 students 
was first made available in the year 2000 despite its presence in 
Boston since 1981. 


f Ow bee: 


pros é se bs 
ot) Gato ang J ali | 
Ot Bahan AME bh vale Pelt, leona ih: 
Gp Bn te fran ae pce (, oe rhe De ‘“ 

6 Soe aatiae S20y | Ayo eS olf rhe ia oat pire ih piu (ite 
i ieioy ninety 2Ob vin Woes dey. suit WY) ‘apa mahies , ee tel | 
Aplie W8 conttabwal lle qatavota Vena 8 | IO Fepmani yn see cu, Jon MAMMAL 
Anshase Lytae italy IEMA it insabaes inept! hae "Sunt wht to abalone. tae/F a 
wre. SH) Maal e: ate His trotan “OFT oohons.. 3b SaeAe 4eP.£0 Aloe woveohl al | 
nonce va bihwoll * MOR: ty he rind veil = We PY! conse, Gittabu fab Ww eg 


erste ie 


he 


1) tinea NL ath bach ena bE ob nile BOP aeONT CLOT mii S 2S Te. heme eat ag 
elt aes alg ate PTA er Rew cae ON str MOET dk bomen Ae 
inva? anche fin ‘dia: Sed) yaar Ww aA: 395905 at sapsvso an wie Tn COOL a dpe ott 
neieod- tallonss: ‘iithty shee SAP tp. Q) iia Yoathkies shi rbew COUI-g ve 
gobi GED tor opdligD: cntaeet baat “riverbed? he Beenie: icity desta’) wih 
Narrag Meh! yt Cash “Detenes “hl Gatrosm quae. “Tawi? y 
| | (AXE bie COV) teat! stor fea 
Ling AD x ssp 4b) Hava). el ie) BYlZ0l AAT, oor) 1d Lets “Avy: Sit 
pow Sf tel ele ie: eauteielis hoe evard ar) Oey (side Ww yoru) | 
| at) ) aide iain Fo. conehaee Cantey Hohe Iu athiaorlosoenla ian 
7 % uns itn 9 i) 63° COU) er) snsbani wile sesnilowm of tds ese iat, ; 
hd Lee) on PUR ut) GRR oh abc | ay yj Seon, ae Pa 
wit Db Sea it) i un Pe stare) Oi shad tv val ; 
Ai isiatianad: i ET Ab ome yg ne SMI HAS 
os. oh ri “an “ee Late P ae : i, 
. - ui Rp Ce : eas bri rani eeanTe ro i eat Iie Salted navn 
Se 5 ee eee - hh Auer; re ¢leded Ma wi aay vedi ei le - 
; nant AAS a Wel any ) ania aot * vi ait Pe Teeny, een 
4 y a pelts Clade yt gett YTD nb rwilouts leet 


hive init vst Aalst jens al offs bal Miter ial . 
: " cS — xa dete) iotellnias ‘x ocetiegyl See 


; "age H SIG? pit} ‘t tif a Blt ited Ita) OeeE ae rat Wilae ie vt ¥ ut n - osef-hly ' 
id onllorws aihbewen ah een gd inodard ‘ ctopi ARS eR es 
+ ay aes : ale i tr. * aia erie ChOROb wore n tat 
, Dopsert virtoninl) ginkdad i" VY angolnia CEP baerce Anite slawiny awl? Vis 
Mia } ; 4 py . Pie Kee FELL RPSL LY UW hj a 
asia NLA dniMibugho tds Gunes Cee ihinr 5. 01 ort wtigyag GOR, ot.0NO8 Tat 
SADT Dehra aii) decane wits WH We fob eee ENS IRARe 
; - 2; e ! " s # Wi UMD me ot atealiy> abelian at) | 
Dy, ‘ ata Scr ev! r { a iW dean, ani fe wale] hy thi yours i levels a, fr y tue 7 
; baa * j rey 
- THOS Sd Teel Vi eee ARP ies w Mees 


eg leet oy panty they eI ge 
eth ay COOK ett apeaitionme ynature lea 
eee! “ea Snead che 


| a WR eae ne ORIOL Jsionwen ot 
- lo ie Ane ole @E 1000S 
sense y hee nee. Ae hasty, ereudesi 


| : ol OC) arbobens 8 Habe | sting 3 sib hn a OO Reda, . 


| 


; ee ee ered 


| 

arn ‘dances 00} Wy ewgiht sgiiila int east 

a rel rane ey Ah sion OECD sepeh oreaeie nea' 
ARUT tepatie eeipe 


Other graduate school enrollment. 


Selected graduate schools of Tufts and Harvard 
Universities are located in Boston, and they 
accounted for about 4% of the city’s students in 
2000. Enrollment increased by 317 from 1996- 
2000 for these graduate schools, which include 
Harvard’s Schools of Business, Medicine, 
Dentistry, and Public Health along with Tufts’ 
Sackler School of Biomedical Sciences, Medical, 
Dental, and Veterinary Schools. From 1998-1999 
enrollment at these graduate schools rose by 292 
students to a grand total of 5,108, their highest 
enrollment ever. There were 5,095 students at 
these graduate schools in 2000. Harvard 
University’s graduate schools accounted for almost 
all of the growth, gaining 590 of the 595 students 
added to all these graduate schools between 1990 
and 2000.” 


Enrollment Fall 2000 


G Public 
Institutions 

@ Private 
Institutions 

O Graduate 
Programs 


Economic impact of higher education. 


These higher education institutions and their 
students have a profound effect upon the Boston 
economy. Together they produced a $4.8 billion 
economic impact - $3.8 billion in direct and $951 
million in indirect spending. Student spending 
alone contributed $773 million to the economy. 


* Tufts School of Veterinary Medicine moved permanently to 
North Grafton, MA in the Spring of 2000. Therefore, the first year 
students who attended the Boston campus were no longer counted 
in the 2000 enrollment for Tufts University Graduate Programs. 


The schools combined had an operating budget of 
$3.1 billion, making higher education one of the 
city’s leading industries. Higher education is also 
one of the city’s top employers, with over 24,000 
total payroll employees in 2000 earning over $1.32 
billion in salary and wages.” 


Impact on quality of life. 


Boston’s renowned academic institutions attract 
thousands of students each year. But the numbers- 
whether student enrollment or the economic 
impacts these students generate while in school- 
while impressive, don’t begin to capture the total 
impact and long-term effects on the city. In 
addition to the flow of ideas, the lectures, concerts, 
plays and collegiate sporting events that are 
generated by these colleges and universities, there 
are the people who are attracted by them. As 
Fortune magazine reported recently, in citing 
Boston as one of the top ten cities in the United 
States for business, “Bright people from all 

over the world show up and go to school. Then 
they like the area so much, they never leave.” That 
phenomenon — more than any quantitative measure 
— produces the extremely high quality of life that 
people who live in Boston are so fortunate to 
enjoy. 


* Source: Massachusetts Division of Employment and Training. 
The numbers pertain only to payroll employees. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
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Boston Public Library 
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